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a military dictatorship under Washington? When
Vergennes proposed to entrust to Washington a new
subsidy from France, the Congress had taken um-
brage and regarded such a proposal as an insult to
the American Government. Should they admit that
the Government itself was not sufficiently sound and
trustworthy, and that, therefore, a private individ-
ual, even though he had been a leader of the Revolu-
tion, must be called into service?

From among persons pestered by this obsession,
it was not surprising that the idea should spring up
that Washington was at heart a believer in monarchy
and that he might, when the opportunity favored,
allow himself to be proclaimed king. Several years
later he wrote to his trusted friend, John Jay:

I am told that even respectable characters speak of
a monarchical form of government without horror. From
thinking proceeds speaking; thence to acting is often but
a single step. But how irrevocable and tremendous!
What a triumph for our enemies to verify their predic-
tions! What a triumph for the advocates of despotism
to find, that we are incapable of governing ourselves, and
that systems founded on the basis of equal liberty are
merely ideal and fallacious! Would to God, that wise
measures may be taken in time to avert the conse-
quences we have but too much reason to apprehend.1

In the renewal of his life at Mount Vernon, Wash-
ington gave almost as much attention to the culti-
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